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	Hera
	Sheila Gascoyne

	Zeus
	Ronald Chamberlin

	Hippobomene
	Alice Ludlam

	Theseus
	John Butterworth

	Heracles
	Jack Parkin

	Antiope
	Eve Palmer

	Diasta
	Marguerite Rowles

	Anthea
	Janet Thornley

	Hippolyte
	Pat Payne

	Thalestris
	Joan Coulson
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DELIGHTFUL PLAYING IN CITY
AMATEUR GROUP  COMEDY

“The Rape of the Belt”

Library Theatre

IS comedy by Benn Levy, with its new slant on Her-
‘ cules’ eighth labour and a courle of supervisory gods

the 53 Group.

The play needs a cracking
pace, however, and at the
moment the company have

not achieved this speed

throughout their whole per-
formance although it is there
in bursts.

Eve Palmer makes a charm-
ing A u?e and improved
throu‘;nou the evening. As
her sister

coul ven funnier if she
made more of her languid
idleness.

Jack Parkin’s Heracles is big,

What

ghtful performance by

good looking and powerful,
It was unfortunate that John
Butterworth only showed us
what he could really do with
Theseus in small scenes. His
final duel with ¥

one of the funniest things in
the play.

Sheila Gascoyne and Ronald

Chamberlin are amusing as
the superintendent gods.
the production needs
more than anything is a full
and responsive ouse. It
might turn this visually very
attractive comedy into a
riotous success.—A.P.C.
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High comedy has one dread-
ful snag—there can be no
half measures. It demands
a ruthless pace and super-
lative technique, and with-
out them a play can fall
very flat indeed.

The 53 Theatre Group's latest
production is such a comedy;
a smooth, witty, debunking
story—originally a_vehicle for
John Clements and
mond, u;’hlch shoul “have

that pace and sharpcr comic
playing won"

mes cannot be bl:{‘dneoned []ntn
laughs,
ing seeme
realise halfway. for her gllv-
ing became much defter. John
Butterworth as Theseus. the
engaging numbskull, forud
his lines too hard all the

Ronald Chamberlaln is a relaxed,
clubman sort of Z

tough, yef
sll;:hﬂy blusterlng, Hercules
—JAB.










