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Fifty Three
Theatre Group

PRESENTS

“HANDS ACROSS
THE SEA”

by Noel Coward
d

“HARLEQUINADE”

by Terence Rattigan

AT THE

Library Theatre

ON

Friday, February 16th, 1968



Produced by Barbara Dore
February 1968
	Cast
	

	Lady Maureen Gilpin (Piggie)
	Pat Payne

	Commander Peter Gilpin RN
	Royden Beniston

	The Hon Clare Wedderburn
	Mary Jackson

	Lieut-Commander Alastair Corbett RN
	Roland Jackson

	Major Gosling (Bogey)
	Ken Reynolds

	Mr Wadhurst
	Jack Booth

	Mrs Wadhurst
	Joan Coulson

	Mr Burnham
	Steve Clay

	Walters
	Pat Garmondsway
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FOR a change the 53
Theatre Group have opted for
a_double bill and, in these
gieces by Noel Coward and
erence Rattigan, exploit
the realms of bewildering
comedy and force to an
accurate degree. 3

The former play — a great
deal shorter than “Harle-
quinade” — is often almost
too confusing in its planned
confusion even for the
audience, and this was some-
what in evidence again here.

However, Pat Payne and
Mary Jackson prove adept
hostesses, Royden Benisten
an  extraordinary = ordinary
naval officer, while Jack
Booth and Joan Coulson, as
the unassuming couple, allow
themselves to be tossed
meaninglessly on the sea of
conversation concerning !di-

‘culous nickﬁailfel:'ji{nd navﬁ

The producuon wn by

Barbara Dore."

As much more acceptable
entertainment, = “Harlequin-
ade” was a splendid effort,
concerning as it does the
ageing couple, deliciously set
off by Peter Hespe — despite
one /or two _slight early
lapses — and Barbara Dore.

This couple are opening a
Shakespearean tour in a pro-
vincial town, and both are
obviously “past it” with res-
pect to their roles of Romeo
and Juliet.

A fair number of bizarre
charaéters inter-play, notice-
able being Ken Nightingale
and Tina Lee, the latter fully
deserving the audience
endorsement of her wonder-
ful characterisation.

Meanwhile Jim Fieldsend,
as the- stage manager, vali-
antly tries to introduce a
grain of sanity into the pro-
ceedings—all to no avail —
with a further grand per-
formance.
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Harlequinade, by Terence Rattigan

Produced by Pat Payne
	Cast
	

	Arthur Gosport
	Peter Hespe

	Edna Selby
	Barbara Dore

	Fran
	Frances Clow

	Dame Maud Gosport
	Sheila Gascoyne

	Jack Wakefield
	Jim Fieldsend

	George Chudleigh
	Royden Beniston

	1st Halberdier
	Ken Nightingale

	2nd Halberdier
	Roland Jackson

	Miss Fishlock
	Rose Speight

	Murial Palmer
	Tina Lee

	Tom Palmer
	John Laycock

	Mr Burton
	Jack Booth

	Joyce Langland
	Celia Lane

	Policeman
	David Gallagher

	Fred Ingram
	Roger Clow

	Properties Girl
	Judith Higgins

	Monks
	Kathleen Martin

	
	Averil Martin

	Page
	Alix Matveieff








