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For once, a comedy about
something other than work-
ing-class manners or middle-
class marriage

Chase’s play is
| refreshmgly, someﬁﬂ)u up-
roariously, But
beneath all uhe lauwter she
shows, like Dickens with the
dehghtful Mr Dick, that mad-
ness is a social as well as
a medical . concept, that
pleasant insanity is infinitely
preferable to nasty normality.

It would be unfdir to dis-
close’  what when

] wd's - dowdy
niece and socialite sister
decide they have lived too
long with Harvey, his T7ft
white rabbit friend. Suffice
to say that chaos relgm from
the moment they set foot in
the asylum, and that Harvey
wins in the end. But dreams
have a habit of doing that.
The 53 Theatre Group
found American accents their
greatest problem, and they
did range from Fulwood
Yankee to Deep Southey

Green. But the show was
held | together by a highly
sophisticated performance by
Royden Beniston, as Elwood,
a sort of proto-Harry Worth
who wants nothing more
than to be among friends at
“Chartlie’s place.” |
Alse entertaimng were
Cyril McKay, as eﬁlu
type hospltal ordenl 0
tears ﬂe atments' clo
Myrtle-Mae,

who wishes he would do the
same to her.

JOHN TURNBULL










